
 

 
 
 
 
Warm up question: What about Saul of Tarsus (pre-conversion) do you find most unsettling and why? 
 
Prayer Focus: Pray for help in seeing the logs in our own eyes. 
 
 
Ask the following Thought & Discussion Questions giving plenty of time for discussion. 
 

1. Jesus warned his disciples that if the world hated him, it would hate his followers too. Who exactly hated 
Jesus and the early church and why? Cite examples. 
  

2. If you had been Stephen’s mother, how do you think you would have reacted to the news that Saul of 
Tarsus was now a Christian?  
 

3. What person or group of people do you find it most difficult to extend grace to? Why do you think that is? 
 

4. Do you believe it’s true that you pass on to others what you are most full of yourself? How did this show 
itself in the life of Saul/Paul? 
 

5. Read Matthew 7:1-5. What do you think are the most common planks that prevent people from seeing 
clearly? 
 

6. Why do you think it is so difficult for us to recognize the planks in our own eyes for what they are? 
 

7. What is it about grace that has the ability to change people so profoundly? How has grace changed you? 
 
 
    
This Week: I will give grace to someone this week who isn’t expecting and may not deserve it. 
 
 
Close by singing: Amazing Grace 
 
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch; like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 
 
 

The Lord hath promised good to me, 
His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we first begun. 
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Amazing Grace Part II 
Through the Eyes of Grace 

Acts 9:17-18 
     
Not long after the grace of God appeared to an angry man on the road to Damascus, “something like scales 
fell from his eyes” (Acts 9:17-18).  In addition to the literal healing of his physical blindness, it seems clear 
that Luke is describing a change in Saul’s outlook on life. One thing is for sure. From this point forward, 
Saul saw others through the eyes of grace! 
  
We have thirteen letters that Paul wrote after this experience. In those thirteen letters, he used the word 
grace over a hundred times! In all thirteen of his letters, he opens and closes with some variation of the 
phrase, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.” Grace literally envelops his letters.  This means 
that to understand Paul’s letters we must read them in the context of grace. There is no way to rightly 
understand the man or his mission apart from the fact that he was both an object of grace and a channel of 
that grace to others (Acts 20:22-23). 
  
We don’t have any of his correspondence prior to his coming to faith in Jesus, but I doubt that grace played  
a significant role in them. I say that for the simple reason that you can’t give to others what you don’t have 
yourself. The interesting part is that the grace was always there for him, but because he had not seen himself 
in need of it, he hadn’t received it and therefore couldn’t pass it along to others. Is it possible that your 
frustration with people could stem from your failure to see how much grace you need yourself?  
 
In Matthew 7:3, Jesus asked a brilliant question that could be an eye-opener for all of us. “Why do you look 
at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?” Think 
about that, and not as a rhetorical question. Why do you do that? Why do I do that? Why does everyone do 
that? Isn’t it because we don’t think that thing in their eye is just a speck, and we don’t believe the log 
sticking out of ours is that big of a deal?  
 
We think of ourselves as needing a little grace and them as beyond the reach of grace.  
We think grace is for these little ways I fall short. Judgment is for these big ways they fall short.  
 
The bottom line is that the less aware you are of your need for grace, the less willing you are to extend it to 
others. This is no small thing because where there is an absence of grace, bitterness grows in its place.  
 
Hebrews 12:15 tells us that graceless religion is bitter. Graceless marriages are bitter. Graceless Parenting is 
bitter. Graceless anything is a toxic poison that results in bitter, angry, fearful, frustrated people who look a 
lot more like Saul of Tarsus than Jesus of Nazareth.  
 
What can change a person filled with bitterness into a person overflowing with grace to spare? I’ll let the 
worst of sinners turned apostle of grace answer the question: 
 
At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. 
We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God 
our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. 
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us 
generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become 
heirs having the hope of eternal life (Titus 3:3-7).  
 


