
 

 

 

 
 

Amazing Grace Part III 

My Grace is Sufficient 

2Corinthians 12:8-9 
     

 
When a believer is baptized into Christ, God’s promises becomes their own (2Cor 1:20). The greatest of those 

promises is his very presence living in us. Christians are sometimes shaken when they imagine this to mean that life 

is going to be easy from this point forward. The truth is that hard circumstances around us can be the very thing that 

reveals his presence within us.  

 

When Jesus claimed Saul for himself, he said, “I will show him how much he must suffer for my name’s sake” (Acts 

9:16). And suffer he did. A summary of 2 Corinthians 4:14-17 tells us that he received five beatings from the Jews, 

three from the Romans, and survived an attempted execution by stoning. He was shipwrecked three times. He faced 

countless dangers in both the countryside and in cities. He was frequently betrayed, hungry, sleepless and cold.  In 

addition to all of that he suffered from a mysterious affliction he describes as a thorn in his flesh (2 Corinthians 12). 

 

These things puzzled and even discouraged him (2 Corinthians 4:8-9) but they did not destroy him because the Lord’s 

grace was sufficient to sustain him in every trial. This grace taught him to be content with whatever state he was in. 

In fact, he learned to embrace his weaknesses and humiliating disabilities because they became the very means by 

which the glory of Christ within him, became visible to those around him.  

 

As difficult as it is, we all need to learn to say, “The Lord’s grace is sufficient for me.” If we do not learn this, we will 

rely on things that are not sufficient to sustain us. We will lean on inadequate structures that will eventually fail us.  

 

In order for the grace of Christ to be enough for you, you must fill your eyes with the portrait of Jesus provided in 

scripture. The word of God reveals his goodness, truth, and beauty to us in a way that is perfectly suited to support us 

in every situation. His word reminds us of what we have been given and of his commitment to us.  He is faithful, he 

cannot lie and he does not fail. His Spirit guarantees that he will finish what he started.  

 

We must also understand that our weakness is designed to reveal his sufficiency.  As Paul writes in 2Corinthians 4:7 - 

But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. We are 

just plain ordinary people containing a priceless treasure. Then God allows us to be cracked so the grace he put in us 

can flow out into the world. This is always the way God works, beginning with Jesus whose glory was revealed when 

his flesh was torn open and grace poured out.  

 

In this same way, God reveals his power in us through the cracks (weaknesses and sufferings) in our lives. This 

means that the people around you will see the worth of Christ in you, not when they see your health and wealth. But 

when every earthly hope is shattered, when your dreams don’t come true, when your health is ruined beyond hope of 

recovery, and you still have joy, peace, hope, and love. That’s when they look at you and say, “Nothing in this world 

could do that.”  
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Warm-up question: Talk about a time when adversity in your life, or the life of someone you know, brought 

about good.  
 

Prayer Focus: Pray for God to help us rely on the sufficiency of his grace. 

 

 

Ask the following Thought & Discussion Questions giving plenty of time for discussion. 

 

 

1. Read 2 Corinthians 12:7–10. What would it look like for you to “delight in weakness” for the sake of 

Jesus? How would it change the way you respond to adversity?    

 

2. What is the “thorn in your side,” the ongoing struggle or challenge that you can’t change and about which 

you need to accept God’s grace in order to move forward?  

 

3. Do you agree with this statement: “Faith that gets a yes from God is impressive, but more impressive is 

faith that gets a no from God and perseveres anyway.” Explain. 

 

4. Is Jesus enough for you? If not, what are you leaning on? How much longer will it support the weight you 

are putting on it? What will happen when it fails? 

 

5. Have you ever seen someone demonstrate great faith in God despite difficult circumstances? If so, 

how did that person’s faith influence your own?  

 

6. How is our capacity to comfort others determined by the degree to which we have suffered? 
 

 

    

This Week: I will see my weakness as a pathway to greater trust in Christ. 

 

 

Close by singing: A Shield About Me 

 

Thou, O Lord, art a shield about me 

You're my glory 

You're the lifter of my head 

 

 

Thou, O Lord, art a shield about me 

You're my glory 

You're the lifter of my head 

 

 

 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

You're the lifter of my head 

 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

You're the lifter of my head 
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